Bible Class

I. Where did we get the Bible?

     1. 2Peter 1:19-21 (Hebrews 1:1-2)


A) Vs. 19 — The admonition to “pay attention!”

B) Vs. 20 — Prophecy of scripture was not conjured up or produced by the will of men. 


C) Vs. 21 — The origin of scripture is the Holy Spirit

     2. 2Timothy 3:16-17

A) Vs. 16 — All scripture is the product of Gods Spirit (Breath[Gk. pneuma]= spirit, wind, breath) To inspire literally means “to breath into.”

 

B) Vs. 17 — The purpose of the Bible is to thoroughly equip Gods children. 

II. Why do we need a Bible?

     1. John 4:24


A) God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit {what we call the trinity}) is spirit.

     2. 1Thessalonians 5:23


A) Man is a triune being (spirit, soul, and body)

     3. Romans 5:12


A) When sin entered in death came to mans entire being.


B) Spiritually man became dead to God, so he was no longer able “spiritually” to discern/ understand God. He became sense ruled (ruled by his 5 senses).

     4. 1Corinthians 2:14


A) The natural (unspiritual) man acquires knowledge through the 5 senses.

1) Sight, hearing, feeling, smelling, and tasting. (Can any of these 5 senses                                                                                                              find God?)


B) God had to make a way for man to find him with his 5 senses. 



1) The Bible. 

     5. 2 Timothy 3:16-17

A) The purpose of the Bible is to clearly communicate Gods general will for mankind and to equip his children for service. (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth)

B) Professor M. Montiero-Williams, former Boden professor of Sanskrit, spent 42 years studying Eastern books and said in comparing them with the Bible: “Pile them, if you will, on the left side of your study table; but place your own Holy Bible on the right side — all by itself, all alone —  and with a wide gap between them. For, ... there is a gulf between it and the so-called sacred books of the East which severs the one from the other utterly, hopelessly, and forever... a veritable gulf which cannot be bridged over by any science of religious thought.”

III. Why are there so many translations?

     1. The original manuscripts were written in 3 languages.


A) Hebrew     


B) Aramaic 


C) Greek 

      2. Each age the Bible has been translated to meet the need of clarity and  understandability of Gods word to the common man.   

A) Some examples: Septuagint, Latin Vulgate, KJV, NIV, NLT, RSV, ASB,                                                                                                                                                                   NASB, NKJV, NJB.


Paraphrases: The Good News, Phillips Translation, The Living Bible, The Message.


B) The difference between a Translation and a Paraphrase. 

1) Translation- an attempt to convey in one language what another language literally says.


2) Paraphrase- saying something in different words than those the author used originally; with the purpose of attempting to bring out exactly what the author originally meant.

A. The problem with paraphrase is there are many times the “meaning” of a passage of scripture is left to the interpretation of the interpreter.

     3. The final reason for different translations.

A) One Greek or Hebrew word may mean 7 different things in the English language. (John 14:16-17 Counselor [Gk.paracleton]- Counselor, comforter, advocate, strengthener, stand by, intercessor, helper; it’s literal meaning is “one called along side to help.”)



1) Which one word is right? They all are! 



2) The word is interpreted based on context & grammar.

IV. How did we end up with the Canon (books in the Bible)?

1. Canon-(Gk. Kanon) comes from the root word “reed” English word cane); The reed was used as a measuring rod, it eventually meant “standard”.


A) Early church leaders called the Canon the “rule of faith”, the standard by which we are to measure and evaluate. Later it meant a “list” or “index”.

B) The word Canon applied to scripture means, “an officially accepted list of books.”

C) “Canonicity is determined or fixed authoritatively by God; it is merely discovered by man.” — Geisler and Nix

     2. The Old Testament Canon


A) When did they canonize the Old Testament scriptures?



1) The time period was approximately 70 A.D. 


B) Who and why did they canonize the O.T.?



1) The Jews (The council of Jamnia) after the destruction of Jerusalem, the destruction of their sacrificial system, the scattering of the Jews, and the writing of “Extra Manuscripts” to add to the sacred scriptures decided to canonize the scripture.

A. Though the O.T. canon was settled in the mind of the Jews long before 70 A.D., there was a need for something more definitive, they became a people of one book. 


2) Christianity started to grow and many writings of the Christians were beginning to circulate. Jews wanted to guard against these being accepted into the sacred writings. 

  
C) What books did they accept?



1) Hebrew Canon- consists of all our protestant Old Testament with the exception that they don’t divide Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra & Nehemiah, and all the Minor Prophets. 


D) What books did they not accept?



1) The apocrypha- The term means hidden or concealed in the Greek. It refers to the group of books added to the Old Testament by the Catholic Church in 1546 A.D. that Protestants say are not canonical.

A. The apocrypha consists of ten books plus added chapters to pre-existing books.



      B. The reasons these books were not accepted as canonical.

a) They abound in historical and geographical inaccuracies and anachronisms.

b) They teach doctrines which are false and foster practices which                                         are at variance with  inspired scripture.

c) They resort to literary types and display an artificiality of subject matter and styling out of keeping with inspired scripture. 

d) They lack the distinctive elements which give genuine scripture their divine character, such as prophetic power and poetic and religious feeling.

     3. The New Testament Canon


A) When did they Canonize the New Testament?



1) The date and place was The Synod of Hippo 393 A.D.


B) Who and why did they canonize the N.T.?

1) The Church Council decided to canonize the scripture for several reasons. Listed are three.

A. A heretic, Marcion, developed his own canon and began to propagate it. The church needed to offset his influence by determining what was the real canon of New Testament scripture.

B. Many Eastern churches were using books in services that were definitely spurious. It called for a decision concerning the canon.

C. Edict of Diocletian (A.D. 303) declared the destruction of the sacred books of the Christians. 


C) What books did they accept?



1) The 27 books of our New Testament.

A. When at last a church council listed the twenty-seven books of the New Testament, it did not confer upon them any authority which they did not already possess, but simply recorded their previously established canonicity.


D) What books did they not accept?



1) The New Testament apocrypha 

A. Pseudepigrapha-(Gk.) False writings. (Pseudenymous-false name); This name applies to some books related to the Old Testament but also has been used to apply to a number of New Testament apocryphal works and other works which falsely attribute their contents to an apostolic author.

a) The Pseudepigrapha consists of eleven books relating to the New Testament, plus many more.

     4. What are the Dead Sea Scrolls and what do they have to do with our Bible?


A) Also known as the “Qumran Scrolls”, they were discovered about 1947 by archeologists in the Dead Sea area. They consist of copies or portions of copies of our whole Old Testament except the book of Esther and some 500 other books from the Qumran religious community.


B) Before the find of the Dead Sea Scrolls the oldest manuscript of the Old Testament known was written in A.D. 1008, this was 1,400 years after the Old Testament was completed. The Dead Sea Scrolls narrowed the gap down to 400 years. 



1) The Dead Sea Scrolls demonstrate unequivocally the fact that the Jews were faithful in their transcription of Biblical Manuscripts.

     5. The Bible

A) The Bible (Gk.- ta biblia, Lit. “The books”)- is a actually a library of books, 66 in number.

B) The Bible is divided into two great sections, commonly known as the Old and New Testament.



1) Testament- covenant, agreement.



C) There were approximately 40 different writers contributing to the Bible, which took approximately 15 centuries to complete. The authors were men of every rank and station in life from kings, princes, priests, and prophets to herdsmen, farm laborers, fishermen, tax collectors, doctors, lawyers, and teachers. 


D) The grand theme of the Bible is the story of redemption.
