Call to Authentic Christianity
What is revival?
Revival
1. Return, recall or recovery to life from death or apparent death; as the revival of a drowned person.

2. Return or recall to activity from a state of languor; as the revival of spirits.

3. Recall, return or recovery from a state of neglect, oblivion, obscurity or depression; as the revival of letters or learning.

4. Renewed and more active attention to religion; an awakening of men to their spiritual concerns.

Renewal
1. The act of renewing; the act of forming anew; as the renewal of a treaty.

2. Renovation; regeneration.

3. Revival; restoration to a former or to a good state.

Renew
RENEW', v.t. [L. renovo; re and novo, or re and new.]

1. To renovate; to restore to a former state, or to a good state, after decay or depravation; to rebuild; to repair.
Asa renewed the altar of the Lord. 2 Chr 15.

2. To re-establish; to confirm.

Let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom there. 1 Sam 11.

3. To make again; as, to renew a treaty or covenant.

4. To repeat; as, to renew expressions of friendship; to renew a promise; to renew an attempt.

5. To revive; as, to renew the glories of an ancestor or of a former age.

6. To begin again.
The last great age renews its finish'd course.

7. To make new; to make fresh or vigorous; as, to renew youth; to renew strength; to renew the face of the earth. 

Psa 103. Isa 40. Psa 104.

8. In theology, to make new; to renovate; to transform; to change from natural enmity to the love of God and his law; to implant holy affections in the heart; to regenerate.

Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind. Rom 12. Eph 4.

Dr. Peter Marshall – “We have lost our national vision.”

I say, “We ‘Christians’ have lost our national vision.” 

Who are we? What is the name of this new nation where Jesus is King?  The Church!

Who is the Church? We are!

What is the Church? The People of God (Specifically: Gathered together), AKA The Body of Christ.


We are not: U.M., U.B., A.G., 4 Square, Independent, Baptist, These are not our Identity.

John 17:20-23 20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,  21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
Fire
FIRE, n. [The radical sense of fire is usually, to rush, to rage, to be violently agitated; and if this is the sense of fire, in coincides with L. furo. It may be from shining or consuming.]

1. Heat and light emanating visibly, perceptibly and simultaneously from any body; caloric; the unknown cause of the sensation of heat and of the retrocession of the homogeneous particles of bodies from one another, producing expansion, and thus enlarging all their dimensions; one of the causes of magnetism, as evinced by Dr. Hare's calorimotor.

In the popular acceptation of the word, fire is the effect of combustion. The combustible body ignited or heated to redness we call fire; and when ascending in a stream or body, we call it flame. A piece of charcoal in combustion, is of a red color and very hot. In this state it is said to be on fire, or to contain fire. When combustion ceases, it loses its redness and extreme heat, and we say, the fire is extinct.

2. The burning of fuel on a hearth, or in any other place. We kindle a fire in the morning, and at night we rake up the fire. Anthracite will maintain fire during the night.

3. The burning of a house or town; a conflagration. Newburyport and Savannah have suffered immense losses by fire. The great fire in Boston in 1711 consumed a large part of the town.

4. Light; luster; splendor.

Stars, hide your fires!

5. Torture by burning.

6. The instrument of punishment; or the punishment of the impenitent in another state.

Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? Isa 33.

7. That which inflames or irritates the passions.

What fire is in my ears?

8. Ardor of temper; violence of passion.

He had fire in his temper.

9. Liveliness of imagination; vigor of fancy; intellectual activity; animation; force of sentiment or expression.

10. The passion of love; ardent affection.

The God of love retires; dim are his torches, and extinct his fires.

11. Ardor; heat; as the fire of zeal or of love.

12. Combustion; tumult; rage; contention.

13. Trouble; affliction.

When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burnt. Isa 43.

To set on fire, to kindle; to inflame; to excite violent action.

FIRE, v.t.

1. To set on fire; to kindle; as, to fire a house or chimney; to fire a pile.

2. To inflame; to irritate the passions; as, to fire with anger or revenge.

3. To animate; to give life or spirit; as, to fire the genius.

4. To drive by fire. [Little used.]

5. To cause to explode; to discharge; as, to fire a musket or cannon.

6. To cauterize; a term in farriery.

FIRE, v.i.

1. To take fire; to be kindled.

2. To be irritated or inflamed with passion.

3. To discharge artillery or firearms. They fired on the town.

Our Agenda:
1. Light; luster; splendor. Let Gods truth and Glory be revealed.

2. To inflame; to irritate the passions. Surrender this time to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit.
3. Trouble; affliction. Envoke the Spirit to work penance.
4. The passion of love. Renew through repentance your first love for God.

5. To set on fire, to kindle; to inflame; to excite violent action. Ignite your spirit to a blazing, all consuming flame, for action.

6. To cause to explode; to discharge. To send you out to do the works commanded by Jesus.
1Corinthians 12:27  27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
· This is who you are!

· Do you act, live, talk, or think like Jesus, Or like a religious person?

· One of the major problems with the church is: we no longer take a biblical view at the world or ourselves. We no longer interpret our daily personal and community experiences by the testimony of Gods Word. It is the Standard!!! 

· This lack of applying a biblical interpretation to our lives leads to…
Revelation 3:1-6 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write:  
These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.  2 Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God.  3 Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you. 

4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy.  5 He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels.  6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
· Sardis was a church that had a reputation of being alive, but it was dead. 

· How does someone think they’re alive when they’re really dead? Activity / busyness. 

· Has Jesus found our “deeds complete” in the sight of God?

· Note Vs 6: Churches plural. 

Revelation 2:4-6 (Church of Ephesus) 4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.  5 Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.  6 But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

· Have we forsaken our first love? 
· “Forsaken” does not mean deny. 
· Have we given our love, affections, and loyalties to some other idol? Power, Pleasure, Prestige, Popularity, Possessions? James 4:4-10 4 You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.  5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely?  6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 

“God opposes the proud 

but gives grace to the humble.” 

7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.  10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

Revelation 2:9-10 (Church of Smyrna) 9 I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.

· What is your view of rich? Gods seems to be a bit different.

· Smyrna was not rebuked, just encouraged to be faithful because they WERE going to suffer, even to the point of death.
· The religious and the godless have always persecuted those faithful to Jesus. Part of that is hoarding wealth. (James 5)

Revelation 2:14-15 (Church of Pergamum) 14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality.  15 Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.
· Do we hold to any false teachings? These two groups lead people into selfish attitudes and actions, and justified them by the grace of God and Gnostic beliefs.
Revelation 2:20 (Church of Thyatira) 20 Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.
· Do we TOLERATE teachings that are false? Tolerate [L. tolero, from tollo, to lift.] To suffer to be or to be done without prohibition or hinderance; to allow or permit negatively, by not preventing; not to restrain; as, to tolerate opinions or practices. The protestant religion is tolerated in France, and the Roman Catholic in Great Britain.

      The law of love tolerates no vice, and patronizes every virtue.

Revelation 3:10 (Church of Philadelphia) 10 Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth.

· Though weak they stayed faithful, enduring patiently, and not giving up. They are the 2nd that received no rebuke.

Revelation 3:15-21 (Church of Laodocia) 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other!  16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.  17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 

19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.  20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.

· Are we apathetic, neither cold nor hot? Have we lost our passion and our zeal for God, his truth, and his mission?

· Vs. 17 “You say, ‘I am rich and have all I need.’” God says, “you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, naked.”

· Vs. 19  Because God loves us he rebukes and disciplines us. Our response is to be zealous (burn with zeal), eager, fervent, serious, and repent.
· As with every church he closes, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

What is a revival? Return, recall or recovery to life from death or apparent death; Recall, return or recovery from a state of neglect, oblivion, obscurity or depression.

Revival is the prodigal sons coming home! 

Luke 15:11-32 11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons.  12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.  14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.  15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.  16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!  18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’  20 So he got up and went to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing.  26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on.  27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.  29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

31 ”‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.  32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”

· When the son repented, revival hit. Righteousness was bestowed, sonship declared, authority reinstated, special blessings / favor given. fine robe (a robe of righteousness, showing right standing with the father), sandals (a sign of son-ship; slaves went barefoot), and a ring ( a signet ring, given so that the son could again act in the name of his father; it was a sign of trust and authority) and to kill the fatted calf (used to celebrate a special occasion ).
· Older Brother (Faithful Religious person; Note: Vs.29) unforgiving, unloving, unreceiving, self-righteous. 
· Purposefully this parable ends without an answer as to whether the Older Brother repented, forgave, and received his younger brother, because each person is different and for those who truly love God they will, sooner or later, have to deal with their bitterness, unforgiveness, and self-righteousness. 
What are we revived back to? What are we revived to be?  The Church, God’s son’s and daughters, Gods Son (the body of Christ)! An authentic relationship with God, not superficial. 
What should we (an authentic Christian) be doing? Be about the Fathers business (Our Father is the King); representing him in all areas of life; obeying his commands, doing the ministry. 

Ephesians 4:11-13 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,  12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

· There is a fallacy in the church that there are two classes of Christians, ministers / clergy and lay-men.
· Truth is we are all ministers! We are all called of God to be about his business, obeying his commands, making disciples of all nations teaching them to obey his commands.

· The church has been bottlenecked in experiencing all that God has for it and the world. There are two ways, 1) We’ve tried to let the ministry be done by a pastor or few good leaders. 2) We’ve defined and kept the ministry within the four walls of the building. 

· We need Authentic Christianity to go beyond the walls of a facility and beyond the leaders of an organization.

Matthew 28:18-20 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

· How does the present state of the church compare to this? 

· “Go” – Most stay.

· “Make disciples”- If we make anything it’s a convert. Disciples take too much time and energy.

· “all nations” – not just those people we like to be around and consider likable. 

· “In the name of” – notice it’s the name of God, not the name of a denomination or movement.

· “teaching … to obey everything I have commanded” – not our particular church doctrines or disciplines that were made by some man. God’s word is what we’re to teach.

Where are those who will love God above their father, mother, brother, sister, wife, children, even their own lives?

Where are those who will deny self and take up their cross daily?

Where are those who will pray for their enemy and bless them?

Where are those whose lives are ruled by the love of God, who are patient, kind, not rude, not selfish, keeping no record of wrong?
Where are those who will obey God and invest their time, energies, and resources into building up Gods kingdom, making disciples? 

Where are those who will be Kingdom minded and not denominationally minded? 

2Chronicals 7:13-14 13 “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people,  14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
James 4:7-10 7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.  10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
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